ity. Maintenance groups were spend-
ing too much time and money trou-
bleshooting equipment problems like
maintaining the DC motors and obso-
lete DC drives. Potential upgrades
were complicated, required operation-
al interruptions, and only limited ven-
dors had the ability to perform them.

New hardware and software includ-
ing end-of-aisle units and wireless
tablet PCs supplemented new motors,
drives and laser positioning systems.
The supplier offered current, off-the-
shelf technology that is non-propri-
etary, proven and reliable, making
future modifications and upgrade
requirements easier and less costly to
implement.

Maintenance costs were reduced,

Application Reports

while improving Dole’s ability to
maintain the AS/RS independently.
The system reliability increased and
uptime improved due to the elimina-
tion of positioning errors that were
occurring in the old control system,
the removal of the obsolete compo-
nents, and the ability to monitor the
system on-line in real time. Improved
tlexibility and positioning accuracy
gave Dole the ability to fine-tune indi-
vidual storage locations. In addition,
the serviceable life of the equipment,
components and overall system was
extended.

Retrotech

866-915-2777
www.retrotech.com

New DC technology
stops the bleeding

In-hospital DC improves efficiency
and speed with minimal interruption.

Ontario,
recognized

ecently, an Ottawa,

healthcare facility

otential efficiencies in its supply
chain. With a mix of warehousing
automation, integration and streamlined
material flow, the facility increased the
speed and accuracy of material deliveries
to medical staff. The changes allowed
staff to remain focused on helping
patients instead of chasing supplies,
while savings went toward improving
patient health.

In late 2010, the facility commis-
sioned a complete update of its paper-
based picking and putaway system.
Rebuilt horizontal carousel systems
were used as the materials handling
backbone for the in-hospital DC.
Project planning in advance of physi-
cal implementation included system-
atic material slotting, optimized floor

mmh.com

plan layouts and software integration.

The installation created minimal
material flow disruption to the hospi-
tal floors. For instance, the installation
of racking replacement and carou-
sel were scheduled for a single week-
end. Temporary material staging was
designed using mobile cart systems,
ensuring all product was tracked dur-
ing the move.

When the system went live, any
doubt or anxiety quickly diminished
as associates realized the ease and sim-
plicity of the carousel operation. The
facility now enjoys faster order fulfill-
ment, improved material accuracy and
reduced costs.

AS/R Systems
847-955-0980
www.asrsystems.com
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the name to trust!
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For more than 65 years, RIDG-U-RAK
has been the innovative leader in
storage rack design and production.
Whether you need replacement
beams or a storage system covering
30 acres of warehouse space,
RIDG-U-RAK is the name to trust.

Trust RIDG-U-RAK with your

next project

» One of the largest rack
manufacturers

« Capacity in excess of 60,000 tons
per year

* Project management and
installation services

+ Full array of storage
system solutions

» Unparalleled innovation, design
and application experience

Full Line
Selection Guide
L & More

Toll Free: 866-479-7225
www.ridgurak.com

1T RIDC-URAK

= “INDUSTRY

OF AMIRICA "

Selective Pallet Rack  Drive-In  Push Back
Flow  Pick Modules e Cantilever e Stacker Cranes

Roll-Out Shelving e Seismic Base Isolation




