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Steel Dynamics protects its 
highly advanced rail welder
The welder has been safeguarded from the elements 
by a truss arch building.

In recent years, Steel Dynamics 
Inc. (SDI)—the fifth-largest pro-
ducer of carbon steel products in 

the United States—and its structural 

and rail division commissioned a mill 
in Columbia City, Ind., which is the 
world’s only facility that can weld rail 
into 1,600-foot lengths. 

Meggitt Aircraft Systems 
implements tire carousel system
New system increases worker efficiency and 
floor space as well as provides ergonomic 
advantages for workers. 

resources to store and retrieve. 
Meggitt installed an enclosed tire 

carousel system. The company elected 
to go with a combination of three 
enclosed tire carousels to concentrate 
present tire storage (plus growth) 
into a few hundred square feet along 
one wall.  The “after” layout returned 
considerable floor space to other 
revenue-generating operations.  It also 
eliminated the tire-handling problem 
by presenting single tires to staff at 
a natural working height for human 
friendly loading/unloading to carts 
placed under the tire carriers. 

“Our Meggitt team has rave 
reviews regarding the tire carousel 
system we recently implemented,” 
says Aric Mlejnek, structural 

In July 2017, Julie Pero, director 
of plant engineering at Meggitt 
Aircraft Systems, commissioned 

an audit of plant and capacity for their 
Danville, Ky., plant. The audit began 
with a survey of operations. This 
included a walk through the facility 
with Meggitt staff to confirm accuracy 
of the layout.  

While inspecting the plant, it was 
discovered that Meggitt stored hundreds 
of aircraft tires ranging from less than 
28 inches to 44 inches in diameter. The 
related handling and storage problems of 
these tires were significantly impacting 
operations. Specifically, aircraft tires tend 
to be quite large and heavy, presenting 
ergonomic problems moving them in/out 
of conventional storage systems. 

In many cases, tires were stacked 
one or two levels high on pallets so 
forklifts could do horizontal and vertical 
transfers. This method created a human 
factors problem because much lifting 
and rearranging effort was required to 
access a single tire. Additionally, storing 
pallets of tires on rack created a fire 
concern with so much rubber being 
concentrated in open space at higher 
elevations. The net result was that 
tires were spread out across the floor, 
consuming considerable space and labor 

manufacturing manager at Meggitt. 
“Consolidating into one location 
saves time and increases worker 
efficiency, ease of use and upright 
posture aid in ergonomic effort, and 
floor space gains with vertical storage 
have amounted to more than 8,000 
square feet. This was without a doubt 
a positive investment for Danville.”

 Happy with the outcome, Meggitt 
is looking at similar high-density stor-
age and retrieval applications that 
will provide space and labor savings 
within other small part and pallet 
storage zones across the plant.

AS/R Systems
(847) 955-0980
asrsystems.com

and processes.  Flat screen monitors and 
scanners are integrated into the worksta-
tions to help the retailer leverage new 
technological capabilities. Storage solu-
tions for more durable protective packing 
materials, including air pillows and poly 

bags were implemented. 
In addition, the supplier helped 

the retailer optimize its processes to 
meet customer expectations around 
expedited shipping, in-store pickup and 
hassle-free returns. Through these mod-

ifications, productivity of existing work-
stations increased by more than 20%.

Dehnco
(847) 382-1579
dehnco.com
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For all your workbench needs.

Most Popular Hand Crank Adjust

Electric Adjust Packaging Benches
1proline.com    PH: 800 739 9067

doug_robertson@ASRsystems.com
Tel: 847-508-0538 

www.ASRsystems.com

Affordable 
Goods to Person (G2P) 
Technology

Affordable 
Goods to Person (G2P) 
Technology

• Increase Small 
 Item “Each Pick” 
 Capacity

• Reduce Order 
 Picking Costs

• Avoid Costly 
 New Equipment

Call for a free survey profi le or visit our 
website to learn more!

TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology

PPK������B$65BTWU3J�LQGG���� ���������������������$0

“The facility stretches nearly 
3,100 feet, which gives us 
the ability to weld rail to such 
lengths,” says Steve Messina, 
civil engineer on site. “This 
mill also has the capability to 
produce wide flange beams, 
H-piling, angles, channels and 
sheet piling.” 

To ensure year-round 
production of long welded rail 
and protect equipment and rail 
product from the weather, a 
structure over part of the facility 
was necessary. 

“The decision was made to con-
struct a fabric structure instead of 
a metal structure because of the 
cost savings and expeditious time 
to construct,” Messina adds.

The company ultimately chose 

a truss arch building—created by 
a fabric, metal and hybrid building 
developer— which is 83 feet wide by 
336 feet and 8 inches long. 

“It is installed over the ‘transfer 
bed,’ which is where rail is temporarily 
stored and transferred from the 

unloading process to the 
welding process,” he explains. 
“It keeps out wind and rain, 
and we expect it to keep out 
snow as well.” 

And, the structure’s quick 
and easy construction was the 
ideal solution for SDI.  “Having 
a shorter start-to-finish 
timeline always simplifies 
construction and seems to 
make everyone happy,” he 
adds. “The material that was 
used was lightweight and easy 

to put together due to the simple 
connections, which ultimately made 
construction much safer.” 

ClearSpan 
(866) 643-1010
clearspan.com



76 O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8  /  MODERN MATERIALS HANDLING mmh.com

DIRECTORY
MODERN 2019 Casebook & Directory

Snowfall Technologies LLC
214-632-4498
www.snowfalltechnologies.com

Symphony EYC
404-355-3220
www.eyc.com/gold

Synergy North America
1 (847) 397-6907
ÜÜÜ°Ã�>«vÕ�w��°V��

Synovos
1 (610) 293-5940
www.synovos.com

TECSYS
1 (800) 922-8649 
www.tecsys.com

The Kennedy Group
440-951-7660

Transnorm System
1 (800) 331-1749 
www.transnorm.com

Upp Technology
1 (800) 777-6092 
www.upp.com

VARGO Companies
1 (877) 876-6384 
www.vargosolutions.com 

Viastore Systems
1 (800) 590-1756 
www.us.viastore.com

Vitech Business Group, Inc.
4164 Meridian St.
Suite 200
Bellingham, Washington 98226
360-647-1622
Email: info@vitechgroup.com
www.vitechgroup.com

About: Since 2005, Vitech has helped our 
customers select, purchase, design, implement, 
administer, and upgrade their Vocollect Voice 
solutions. Today, as voice has expanded its use into 
maintenance and inspection for industrial
assembly, automotive, and aerospace, Vitech 
continues to be an industry leader in voice applica-
tions.

Wave Reaction
1 (815) 776-9470
www.wavereaction.com

Westfalia Technologies
1 (800) 673-2522 
www.westfaliausa.com

STORAGE
Carousels
Akro-Mils
800-253-2467 
akro-mils.com/

Knapp Inc
1-888-606-0695 
www.knapp.com

Legacy Technology Services
866-271-9891
www.legacyglobal.com

LTW Intralogistics
1 (888) 589-7978 
www.ltwusa.com

Lucas Systems
11279 Perry Highway

Suite 400

Wexford, Pennsylvania 15090

724-940-7000

Email: jennifer@lucasware.com

www.lucasware.com

Manhattan Associates
1 (877) 596-9208 
www.manh.com

/QPQƃ�Q�+PVGTPCVKQPCN��+PE�
1 (800) 446-6693 
www.miworldwide.com

NCR
800-Call-NCR
www.ncr.com/retail

NetSuite
650-627-1000
www.netsuite.com

Omnitracs
800-348-7227 
www.omnitracs.com/

Optricity
919-237-4846
www.optricity.com

2GCEJ�5VCVG�+PVGITCVGF�6GEJPQNQIKGU�+PE�
678-327-2000

2TQRNCPPGT�+PE�
515-296-9914

Reddwerks Corporation
512-257-3031
reddwerks.com 

Rush Tracking Systems
913-227-0922

Ryder Supply Chain Solutions
888-887-9337

5CXQ[G�+PE�
847-519-9630
www.savoye.com

5EJGFWNG5QHV�%QTR�
800-416-9006

SensorThink
408-502-7477
www.sensorthink.com

5PCRHWNƂ�N�5CC5�9/5
720-372-1250
ÜÜÜ°Ã�>«vÕ�w��°V���

#IKNG�2CEKƂ�E
858-450-0034

ÜÜÜ°>}��i«>V�w�V°V��

Bastian Solutions
10585 North Meridian Street
3rd Floor
Indianapolis, Indiana 46290
317-575-9992
888-575-9992
Email: info@bastiansolutions.com 
www.bastiansolutions.com

About: Bastian Solutions is an independent mate-
rial handling and robotics system integrator provid-
ing automated solutions for distribution, manu-
v>VÌÕÀ��}�>�`��À`iÀ�vÕ�w����i�Ì�Vi�ÌiÀÃ�>À�Õ�`�Ì�i�
world. Our team specializes in material handling 
system design, consulting, project management, 
maintenance, and installation, while sourcing the 
best equipment and automation technology.

%CFTG�6GEJPQNQIKGU��+PE�
866-252-2373 
www.cadretech.com

Citadel Computer Corporation
(603) 672-5500
www.citadelcomputer.com

Command Alkon
(800) 624-1872 
https://commandalkon.com/

DMLogic
412-458-4010
www.dmlogicllc.com

Egemin Automation
1 (616) 393-0101
www.egeminusa.com

Forte
1 (800) 796-5566 
www.forte-industries.com

Fortna
1 (800) 367-8621 
www.fortna.com

GE Digital
(855) 968-7143
www.ge.com/digital

General Data Company
844-643-1129 
www.general-data.com

)WFGN��+PE
734-214-0000
us.gudel.com

HighJump Software
1 (800) 328-3271 
www.highjump.com

+PVGM�+PVGITCVKQP�6GEJPQNQIKGU��+PE�
425-455-9935
www.intek.com

Kapow Software
(949) 727-1733
staging.kapowsoftware.com
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Racks
1Stop Material Handling
800-640-5723 
www.1stopmaterialhandling.com

Adapt-a-Stop
www.adaptastop.com/index.html

Advance Storage Products
888-478-7422
www.advancestorage.com

All States Equipment Inc.
888-777-3245 
www.all-states.com

C-TEK Lean Solutions
704-895-0090
www.ctekleansolutions.com

Cowin Global USA LLC
800-466-6738
www.cowinglobal.com

Creform Corporation
1-800-839-8823 
www.creform.com

DACS
866-286-6215
www.dacsinc.com

Damotech
1-877-990-DAMO 
www.damotech.com

Dyna-Rack
800-939-3962
www.dyna-rack.com 

Elite Storage Solutions, Inc.
949-757-1377
www.elitestoragesolutions.com

Engineered Products
864-234-4888
www.engprod.com

Engineering Services & Products
1395 John Fitch Blvd 
South Windsor, Connecticut 06074
860-528-1119
www.esapco.com

EQUIPTO
225 Main Street
Tatamy, Pennsylvania 18085
484-546-6918 
Email: ltardif@csci-usa.com
www.equipto.com

Exemplary Foam
574-295-8888
www.exemplaryfoam.com

EZ Slotter
866-523-1904
www.ezslotter.com

Flexcon Container
1 (908) 871-7000
ÜÜÜ°y�iÝV��Ì>��iÀ°V��

Frazier Industrial
1 (800) 614-4162 
www.frazier.com

Webb-Stiles Co.
1 (330) 225-7761
www.webb-stiles.com

Modular Drawer Storage
Akro-Mils
800-253-2467 
akro-mils.com/

Bates Metal Products
(740) 498-8371
www.batesmetal.com

BenchPro
888-700-9888 
www.benchpro.com

Durham Manufacturing Company
800-243-3774
www.durhammfg.com

EQUIPTO
225 Main Street
Tatamy, Pennsylvania 18085
484-546-6918 
Email: ltardif@csci-usa.com
www.equipto.com

Jamco Products
800-748-8080
www.jamcoproducts.com

Lista International
877-465-4782 
www.listaintl.com

Lyon Workspace Products
800-433-8488 
www.lyonworkspace.com

Metalia
1 (844) 638-2542 
www.metalia.com

Molded Fiber Glass Tray Company
800-458-6050

REB Storage Systems International
800-252-5955
www.rebstorage.com

Republic Storage Systems
800-477-1255

Rousseau Metal inc.
800-463-4271

ShopFlow Solutions
15009 Manchester Rd.
Suite 253
Ballwin, Missouri 63011
800-274-4123
1 (800) 274-4123
Email: ��v�JÃ��«y��ÜÃ��ÕÌ���Ã°V��
ÜÜÜ°Ã��«y��ÜÃ��ÕÌ���Ã°V��

Spacesaver Industrial
1 (800) 225-817 
www.spacesaver.com

Stanley Vidmar
1 (800) 523-9462 
www.stanleyvidmar.com 

AS/R Systems, Inc.
27 Sand Dollar Road
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29928
847-955-0980
Email: Doug_Robertson@ASRSystems.com
www.ASRSystems.com

EQUIPTO
225 Main Street
Tatamy, Pennsylvania 18085
484-546-6918 
Email: ltardif@csci-usa.com
www.equipto.com

Flexcon Container
1 (908) 871-7000
ÜÜÜ°y�iÝV��Ì>��iÀ°V��

Hanel Storage Systems
121 Industry Drive
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15275
412-787-3444
Email: info@hanel.us
www.hanel.us

About: Hänel parts storage systems are safe and 
secure solutions for your tools, spare parts, small 
components and accessory items. Save space, 
time and money with a parts storage system!

Interlake Mecalux
1 (877) 216-0612 
www.interlakemecalux.com

Kardex Remstar
1 (800) 639-5805 
www.kardexremstar.com

Lauyans & Company, Inc.
1 (502) 774-2200
www.lauyans.com

Liftomatic Material Handling
1 (800) 837-6540 
www.liftomatic.com

SencorpWhite
508-771-9400
www.sencorpwhite.com

Stanley Vidmar
1 (800) 523-9462 
www.stanleyvidmar.com 

System Group
39-0-536-836-542
www.system-group.it

System Logistics Corp.
207-784-1381
www.systemlogistics.com 

Topper Industrial
800-529-0909 
www.topperindustrial.com

VARGO Companies
1 (877) 876-6384 
www.vargosolutions.com 

Vestil Manufacturing
1 (800) 348-0868 
www.vestilmfg.com

Vidir Inc.
1 (800) 210-0141 
www.storevertical.com 

Doug Robertson


Doug Robertson



